February 2008

THE PREZ SEZ...

Here it is 2008, a new year full of hope and
promise for the Four Corners Gem & Mineral
Club. This will be my first year as President of
the Club. As President, my commitment to you
is to keep the Club running smoothly and to
bring interesting and exciting activities to the
members. As members, | ask of you to
participate in the Club activities and to
volunteer your time to assist in Club operations.
The success of the Club depends on
participation from all Club members. For all of
you who have been volunteering, | offer my
sincere thanks.

As President, | have two goals to accomplish.
The first is to obtain IRS 501c3 non-profit

CHATTER FROM THE CHAIR

It's time once again to start planning for the
upcoming 58 Annual Gem and Mineral Show.
I hope everyone will have the opportunity to

status, and the second goal is to increase
membership participation.

| heard a story on NPR News recently that snow
is considered a mineral. | thought that this
winter our focus would be on studying snow and
ice. We will look at snowflakes under the
microscope, study snow deposition and
morphology and have a workshop on sculpting
snow. We may even try faceting ice crystals.
Just kidding! At least | got your attention! Stay
tuned for a new year full of programs, classes,
workshops, and field trips.

Until next time.....

President

Dealer’s Dinner. A Show planning meeting,
complete with spagetti potluck, is scheduled for
Saturday, March®iat 2:00 p.m. at the Clubhouse

participate in the planning and operation of the
Show this year. We are in real need of member
participation to help make it successful. Many
human volunteer hours are necessary to set up,
operate, and clean up the fairgrounds areas during
the Show, as well as tear-down afterwards. Areas
of Show operation are Front Desk, Kitchen, Raffle,
Silent Auction, Children’s Activities, and Floor
Floaters to help wherever needed. Helping with th¢
Show has many benefits for the member, including
a FREE Club T-shirt (for a minimum of 4 hours
worked), thank-you package with free meal
vouchers from the Kitchen, and participation in the

following open shop. Please join us to brainstorm
and share ideas to make this year’s Show the best
yet. Also please bring either a side dish, bread,
dessert to share. Thanks and hope to see you there

— 2008 Show Chairperson

Show Dates 2008:

July 10 — Set Up — Starts at 8am

July 11 — Open to Public — 11am to 6pm
July 12 — Open to Public — 10am to 6pm
July 13 — Open to Public — 10am to 5pm
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Open Shop Report

January 19 Open Shop was a huge success.
Several members cut and polished gemstones, one
or two worked on a silver project, and a couple
guys performed much needed maintenance on
some shop equipment, after a little head
scratching. As you can see from the pictures, a
good time was had by all!

Bud Miller and Bob Danielson working simop
equipment.

Karen Mars, Debbie Berry, and Stevie
Stevenson polishing some rocks.

Joanna Baker, our Tireless Secretaying to get
caught up on her paperwork. And sk#lssmiling!

Bob Danielson doing a little solder

Joel Arnold, our Fearless Leader. sH&ld about as
much fun as he can stand for one day!

See schedule (this newsletter) for the next
Saturday Open Shop, and come join the fun.
Bring a silver project you’ve been working on or
start one. Do a beading project. Cut out a rock
and see what gem awaits you. Let that creative
spirit out of its box. You might be surprised what

you come up with.
Mike Baker picking out a rock slab td.c



Brookside Pebble February 2008 Page 3

Upcoming Classes Why Join a Club?

Stop by the Clubhouse to sign up for these classeBy Marie Wester

Payment is due on or before the first class session

unless otherwise noted. Only paid students are There are many reasons why people join a club
guaranteed a seat. Contact the particular class like the Four Corners Gem & Mineral Club.
instructor for payment arrangements. See back Usually the new member has an interest in the

page of newsletter for contact information. club activities and wants to be a part of the agtio
and some join to associate with others who have

Chain Making like interests in a hobby.

Bob Danielson has an ongoing chain-making class

each Tuesday night during Open Shop. It The Four Corners Gem & Mineral Club is only

typically takes 3 classes to finish a project. tGgs ©one club of many all over the United States and
$25 and includes all chain making supplies. Greatthe world. As a club we are a member in the

class for gaining soldering experience. Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical
Societies, Inc., 6500 members strong, and the
Beading Clutch American Federation of Mineralogical Societies.

The bead bunch, headed by Joanna Baker, meets . .
on the third Wed. of each month at 4:00 to 6:00 1€ Rocky Mountain Federation has member
p.m. This is a group of fellow beaders and clubs from Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas,

jewelers sharing talents and ideas with each other Nébraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma,
in a non-class environment. Come join them and S0uth Dakota, Texas, Utah, and Wyoming.

bring your beading or jewelry project to work on.

Cost $2 regular shop use fee. The American Federation is made up of seven

regional federations. So we as a club have many
Jewelry Making Class like-minded fellow members with many different

This class meets every other month on tHe 2 facets associated with the hobby of rocks, gems

Wednesday of the month from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. and minerals; many people we can call on to share
Joanna Baker and Marie Wester are the and help.

instructors. Feb. 3Class — String an 18" pearl
and crystal necklace, $35 includes knotting tool & YOU are probably here for the same reasons. Why

bead board: Apr9Class — String a lamp bead & not share your interest and passion with your
sterling silver bracelet, $30. friends? Maybe some of them will join for the

enrichment they can gain and together we can all

Cabochon Making make our Club a great resource to our community.

Scott Kadera will be teaching a cabbing class on
Saturday, Feb. #3from 9:00 until 1:00 p.m.
Students will learn to cut and polish a gemstone
and will be taught safety and proper use of the
lapidary equipment. Cost is $20.

—~——— —~—~ ~ —~—~ — e o s e

Wire Wrap Class .
Jeanne Peeters will be teaching another wire wrap| Club Dates Reminder
class as soon as enough students are signed up. | ©pen Shop: E\{e%y Tues. & Thurs. 6:30 to 9:00 pm
you're interested in learning wire wrap, stop by Board Meeting: 1Monday of the month 6:30 pm
the Clubhouse and sign up. We need 6 to make Program Meeting: "8Monday of the month 7:00 pm
the cl hich will be h Id' [t . Saturday Open Shop — Mar. 1st 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
€ class which Wil be neld Over tWo SUCCESSIVE | gaa Clutch: % Wed. of the month 4:00 to 6:00 pm
weeknights. Cost is $25 and includes enough Field Trips: See Schedule

silver wire for two projects. Class date TBD.
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Safety Precautions Display Your Treasures & Creations

Why must we always wash up after doing any By Jeanne Peeters

lapidary work? It may seem to those of us who

snack or smoke while working that there couldn’t It's never too early to start thinking about the

be much harm in a little rock dust. But, many possibility of showing off your best specimens (for

substances we use can be hazardous. you collectors), or cabochons (for you lapidary
enthusiasts), or jewelry (for those who have had

For example, emerald, aquamarine, and other  time to actually make some this year). And the

varieties of beryl, plus chrysoberyl, all contain ~ Annual Gem Show is just the place to do it. There

beryllium. The federal minimum exposure are ten display cases available for individuals to
guideline for this material is set at less than one  yse for the Show. (Please refer to front page for
millionth of an ounce of airborne material per Show dates.) So get signed up for a case and
cubic foot of air in a work area. create your design. Contact Bill Birza or myself

for assistance. This is a lot of fun and gives saich
sense of accomplishment. Below are a few
guidelines to use when creating your display.

Many other minerals, such as asbestos and those
containing mercury (cinnabar), arsenic (realgar,
orpiment), selenium, copper (chaloanthtite),
uranium (uraninite), autunite, pitchblends, Whether the case contains mineral specimens,
carnotite, and boron are hazardqus if you get dust polished cabochons and rocks, finished jewelry,
or mineral fragments from them into your mouth g ' the challenge is to display them so they will

and lungs. Also, many polishing compounds have the greatest impact for the viewer. The place
contain oxalic acid, the same poison found in to start is the color scheme. The colors of all
rhubarb leaves. Finally, the dustfromdry g 550rting elements of an exhibit of minerals and
polishing quartz or any silicate can cause sil€0SI  qcks should be of a muted tone and should match
if one incautiously inhales enough. each other: the case, liners, mounts and/or risers.

(From C.F.M.S. via BEEHIVE BUZZER-1/93) Fabrics of various earth tones are an excellent

choice. Risers can be made from styrofoam and
. covered with fabric.

In Memoriam

As for finished jewelry, especially silver and gold
Richard Byrd black can’t be beat. All backgrounds should be
Former Durango resident Clarence Richard Byrd |ess eye catching than the objects on display.
died at his home in Little Rock, Ark., on Tuesday, Avoid bright colors, especially red, at all cost!
Dec. 11, 2007. He was 78. The intent is to get people to focus on the display

not on the background. Any case liners should

While in Durango, Mr. Byrd was a member of the cover the entire area visible through the glasd, an
Four Corners Gem and Mineral Club. He once  not be stained or dirty.

gave a slide presentation of his climb of Mt.

Everest. The Club will also create displays of class
projects, such as wire wrap, beading, cabochon

The Club has made a contribution in memory of  making, casting, silverwork, etc. For those of you

Richard Byrd to the Hospice Home Care of Little  who do not have enough items to fill up a display

Rock, Arkansas. case may include your items in the Club displays.

ma(;i'rsa‘;ug;'ozg:;%%g;” ienfgﬁ{:geogﬂggtggok | 'extnewsletter will cover labels and the best
at www.rollerfuneralhomes.com/chenal. method of producing them,' I!‘l the m,eantlme’ give
some thought to what you’'d like to display.
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Brain Teaser

Can you find all 23 triangles?
Answer: In next month’s newsletter.
(From AARP Nov/2007 issue.)

Notices:

Membership dues are due on Janudhevery
year and are past due by January 31st. Any
member not paying current dues by Marcf Bl
considered delinquent and will be dropped from
the membership rolls. Membership can be

reinstated at a later date.

Newsletter News

The Brookside Pebble Newsletter is distributed as
PDF file to those receiving it by email. Pleade le
Joanna know if you would like to receive your
newsletter by email but are not doing so. Help us

save postage and trees!

There’s Nothing Wrong With Us

Did you ever stop and think
and perhaps analyze

How ridiculous our hobby looks
through other peoples eyes?

A group of grown-up people in a field
on hands and knees,

With noses nearly to the ground,
raised rumps is all one sees.

Or this same group of people

lugging sacks filled up with rocks.

It's a wonder that the uninformed
think we have “Rock-Pox”.
And when they see us fairly drool
over someone else’s find,
It's hard for them to comprehend
the joy we all derive
From fellowship and the great outdoors,

and just to be alive!
The unknowing ones may scoff and jeer,
they just don’t understand
That each of us is rich, indeed,
with prizes from our land.
So if you think we’re slightly daft,
or perhaps one rock short,
They are the losers, because we know,

our hobby is great sport!
(From AFMS Newsletter, 11/89)

2008 Field Trip Schedule

Following is a preliminary field trip schedule for
2008. Some of these trips are contingent upon
details being worked out. The list will be updated
in subsequent newsletters. But for now, here’s
something to whet your appetite. So start marking
those calendars!

Feb. 16 day trip to Kirkland, New Mexico to
Monsterslayer Silver Co. John Foutz, owner, will
give us a tour of the store and answer our
guestions.

ﬁlarch 15 & 16 - trip to Albuquerque, New
Mexico — tour of museum in Old Town;
the group will stay overnight in a hotel/motel.

April 26™- day trip- Pinon Mesa, Farmington, New
Mexico, rock hunting.

May 9, 10 & 11- Grand Junction Gem Show and
rock hunting, camping out, weather permitting.

June 7 day trip to Wolf Creek Pass & Padera
River area for fossils.

July 11, 12, & 13 — Durango- Fairgrounds- Four
Corners Gem & Mineral Show.

August 30 -Silverton, Colo. Rock hunting.
September —day trip-Del Norte, Colo.
October 10, 11, 12 & 13-Delta, Utah.

November i- day trip- “ 44 Store”, in New
Mexico — Rock hunting.



Four Corners Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 955
Durango, CO 81302

President: Joel Arnold 247-5140
Vice President: Bob Danielson 385-1058
Secretary: Joanna Baker 563-9908
Treasurer: Jeanne Peeters 247-8860
Lapidary Lab Mgr.: Bill Birza 247-1087
Field Trip Coordinator: Scott Kadera 385-8993
Show Chair: Joanna Baker 563-9908
Directors: Bill Birza 247-1087
Dave Claussen 259-2148
Donell Deane 375-9401
Karl Jacobson 385-6877
Karin Kingsley 588-2227
Marie Wester 247-9648

Affiliations: The Rocky Mountain Federation
of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS); The
American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies (AFMS)

4-Corners Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 955
Durango, CO 81302

joelecu@dfimntier.net
lam@bresnan.net
bakermaggec @yahoo.com
jpmp@étmi
wcbiz@durangolive.net
info@kadera.com
bakerrsagar@yahoo.com
wctzz @durangolive.net
meda@fnontier.net
donell@arango.net
fireicestudio@earthlink.net
pubkingsaatblink.net
jmwester@brasret

The purpose of the Club is to promote the advanoéme
and education of the Earth Sciences and Lapidatsy; Ar
provide the means to display or exhibit specimens o
materials, provide a forum where knowledge andddea
can be shared, and provide field trips for the atlon of
club members.




