
THE PREZ SEZ… 
 
In February I had the pleasure of visiting the Tucson Gem 
& Mineral Show.  I spent a lot of money so I must have 
had a lot of fun.  It’s amazing what you can buy there.  I 
could’ve purchased a bathtub carved from onyx if only 
I’d had the money and a crane to move it.  The displays of 
mineral specimens from the United States were stunning.  
I managed to track down a copy of the coffee table book 
they published of the specimens and got it signed by 50 of 
the authors who contributed to the book. 
 
While in Arizona I toured Jerome and Bisbee.  The 
museums had some fantastic copper related specimens.  
The town of Jerome is built on a steep hillside.  In order 
to increase production in the mine, the United Verde 
bought a huge steam shovel that had been used on the 
Panama Canal.  They started blasting some of the old 
tunnels with 50 to 130 tons of explosives in order to  
 

 
loosen enough rock to keep the shovel busy.  Between 
1920 and 1930 these massive blasts disrupted some faults 
under the town of Jerome causing half of the town to slip 
down the hillside and collapse.  Eventually the steam 
shovel hit some old explosives in a tunnel blowing the 
shovel apart.  Chunks of metal weighing up to 450 pounds 
went crashing into houses and other buildings around 
Jerome.  Oops! 
 
More recent geologic exploration has discovered that the 
copper was deposited by “black smokers” while that area 
was under the sea.  Recently National Geographic 
photographed “black smokers” under the sea.  More 
mineral deposits in the making. 
 
Until next time….. 
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CHATTER FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Plans for this year’s Annual Gem and Mineral Show are 
in full swing. This will be the 55th year the Club has held 
a gem and mineral show. The show dates are: July 11th 
through 13th, the second weekend in July. 
 
The Annual Show is the main source of fundraising to 
support the club and clubhouse activities. This event is 
the single most important time that members can come 
together in support of providing a great environment for 
the public. For those who may have never attended one 
of the previous shows, there are over 40 vendors who 
come to sell their wares. Most vendors come not only for 
the financial aspect but because they enjoy spending a 
little time in this wonderful area we all call home. 
 
This event is made possible completely by volunteer 
effort.  Without volunteers there would be no show.  
Following is a list where volunteer effort is needed: 
·  Set up tables and prepare the fairgrounds exhibit 

hall and kitchen on Thursday, July 10th starting at 
8:00 a.m.; 

·  Work in the kitchen (4-hour shifts) daily starting at 
7:00 a.m. Friday through Sunday; 

·  Greet the public at the front door; 
·  Work the Silent Auction; 

·  Walk the floor during the show and be available to 
assist vendors; 

·  Help with children’s activities; 
·  Help tear down and clean up after the show. 
 
The volunteer schedule will be set up in 4-hour blocks.  
We need a minimum of 3 to 4 people for each area, each 
hour of the show.  See show time schedule on page 4. 
 
Those volunteering to work the show will receive a free 
club T-shirt, a free voucher to eat at the show kitchen, 
and a thank-you gift from the show chairperson. We will 
again be asking members to assist with the vendor dinner 
Friday evening by donating a salad for the dinner. Those 
donating a salad or their time on Friday are welcome to 
stay and have dinner with the vendors.   
 
Please join us on Saturday, May 24th, at the clubhouse 
for our next show planning meeting and potluck lunch at 
12:00 noon.  Your help is welcome and appreciated.  
Let’s make this the best show yet!   
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��	  – 2008 Show Chairperson 
bakermagicsugar@yahoo.com 
970-563-9908 
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS  

 
Albuquerque Field Trip: Beautiful, Fun, and 
Expensive for Some 
March 15 & 16, 2008 
By Scott Kadera, Field Trip Committee Chair 
 
On a sunny Saturday morning, six club members in three cars 
left from three different locations at three different times. 
Despite this haphazard start, we all came together within 
about 10 minutes of each other at the Church Street Café in 
Old Town Albuquerque. While the service was a little slow, 
the food was good and the time gave us a chance to catch up 
and get things organized.  
 

 
Club Members outside the New Mexico Natural History and 
Science Museum   Photo: Scott Kadera 
 
After lunch we walked the four blocks to the Albuquerque 
Turquoise Museum. From the outside the “museum” is 
somewhat unimpressive. It sits next to a Subway in a strip 
mall. The space is part jewelry store, part jewelry supply 
shop, and part party supply with flowers, cards, balloons, and 
more. The self-guided tour though the museum cost us $3 
each and took about two hours to complete. It has a “mom & 
pop” feeling with large display cases filled with turquoise and 
laminated cards with detailed descriptions. 
 
While the information was helpful and interesting, it was the 
turquoise that made it worthwhile. There are varieties from 
virtually every US mine and many locations around the world. 
There are piles and bags of turquoise everywhere. There is 
even one large specimen that vaguely resembles George 
Washington’s profile…no, really.  
 
In addition, there are a number of interactive displays 
including one where you can try to select natural turquoise 
from a pile of treated pieces. Overall the shop gave us a 
greater appreciation for this semi-precious stone and its 
history.  

 

 
Club Members outside the New Mexico Natural History and 
Science Museum                 Photo: Doug Kingsley 
 
With a couple of hours until dinner, we decided to head over 
to Treasures of the Earth, the Albuquerque Gem & Mineral 
Club’s annual show. The location was very hard to find and 
attendance required both a $4 parking fee and $3 entry fee. 
However, once inside, we all had a good time looking over 
the vendor booths, displays, and silent auction items. 
Everyone left with at least one treasured item, some much 
more expensive than others.   After a nice dinner at a Thai 
restaurant downtown we all settled in to rest up for day two.   
 
Sunday greeted us with another beautiful sunny day. After a 
quick breakfast at the hotel, we headed to the New Mexico 
Natural History and Science Museum. For me, this was the 
best part of the trip.  
 

 
One of many mineral displays at the New Mexico Natural History 
and Science Museum                                      Photo:  Scott Kadera 
 
From the dinosaur statues at the entrance, to the walk though 
geologic time, to the interactive displays, we all saw more 
than we could possibly take in in one day. The mineral and 
fossil specimens are large and beautiful. And, the hands on 
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displays even had Joel and I jumping up and down to create 
our own earthquake. After four hours of walking around, we 
were all on sensory overload. It was time for a break.  
Outside the wind had picked up considerably so we decided to 
have lunch in the museum café, which was surprisingly good, 
and check out the gift shop. By 2:00 we were all beat so we 
decided to go our separate ways.  
 
On the way home, a couple of us decided to fight the wind 
and look for some petrified wood just a couple of miles 
southwest of Cuba, NM. It was worth the detour as we both 
found some nice specimens. 

 
 Petrified Wood – Cuba, NM                          Photo: Scott Kadera 
 
All-in-all we had a very nice trip. Along the way we met 
some friends, found some good deals, and had a fun sharing 
time with each other.   
 
Pinon Mesa Field Trip: Petrified Wood, Agate, 
and More 
April 26, 2008 
By Scott Kadera, Field Trip Committee Chair 
 
With the exception of the never ending wind, I love the spring 
in the four corners. The sun is warm, tulips and daffodils are 
up, it never rains, my lettuce is just starting to poke though its 
light covering of soil, and the rocks are out there just waiting 
to be found. On Saturday, April 26th, seven of us rockhounds 
took advantage of the weather and made the trip to Pinon 
Mesa to look for agate, jasper, and petrified wood. We were 
not disappointed.  

   
   Glen Deason checks out the view.                   Photo: Scott Kadera 
 
The day was typical for this time of year, endless sunshine, 
mild temperatures, and that wind that just doesn’t stop. It took 
about an hour to go from Durango to the area just northwest 
of Farmington. As many of you know Pinon Mesa is littered 
with roads to a number of oil and gas wells. After a few 

wrong turns, we found a section worth picking over, a 
moderately steep wash going down into a valley from the 
mesa top.  

 
Bill Birza looks in the wash for agate & wood.  Photo: Scott Kadera 
 
This area is known for a huge diversity of material ranging 
from large pieces of soft “sugary” wood to small agates, 
jaspers and marine fossils weathering out of a conglomerate 
of river gravels. After about five minutes we stumbled across 
a pile of large chunks of petrified wood. One piece was about 
four feet long and six inches square. Another was smaller but 
covered in what looks like selenite crystals. A few minutes 
later Brad found another piece from the gravels layer that was 
smaller but much harder and more colorful. Within 20 
minutes we had the two best finds of the day. 
 

 
 “Sugary” Petrified Wood with crystals. About 2’ long. 
   Photo: Scott Kadera 
           
We continued looking over this area for about three hours. 
While we found some small pieces of agate, jasper, wood, and 
those funny little fossils, we didn’t find much that compared 
to those first two. As our legs grew tired we slowly made our 
way back up the hill and to the cars to pack up, talk and 
compare scratches and bruises from the rocks and brush.  

                
      Petrified wood, agate and a shell impression in the little rock.  
      Photo: Scott Kadera 
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On the drive out we stopped for one more look around in a 
different location. We did find another large petrified log that 
was too big to move but not much more. After 30 minutes my 
rockhounding slowly morphed into a nice walk in the desert. I 
found myself looking up and around instead of down. The sky 
was still clear, the sun warm, and the wind cool. It was at that 
point that I realized the rocks were just icing on the cake. I 
could have walked for hours, found nothing, and been just as 
happy. 
 
Scott Kadera is the chairman of the Field Trip Committee. If 
you have an idea for a field trip or would like to attend one 
please contact him at 970-385-8993. 
 
 
2008 Field Trip Schedule 
Following is the field trip schedule for the remainder of 2008.  
Some of these trips are sponsored by other clubs and are open 
to all interested participants. 
  
May 21-26:  Tri-Federation Rockhound Rendezvous, Texas 
Springs, Nevada  (Contact Marie Wester) 
June 7:  Day trip to Wolf Creek Pass & Piedra River area to 
look for fossils.  (Contact Scott Kadera) 
Aug. 23-Sep. 1:  Agate Rendezvous 2008, Apache Creek, 
NM  (Contact Marie Wester) 
Aug. 30:  Silverton, CO - Rock hunting.  (Contact Scott 
Kadera) 
September (TBD): Day trip to Del Norte, CO  (Contact Scott 
Kadera) 
October 10-13:  Delta, Utah.  (Contact Scott Kadera) 
November 1:  Day trip to 44 Store around Cuba, NM area – 
Rock hunting.  (Contact Scott Kadera) 
 
 
2008 Show Dates 
Following is a list of gem and mineral shows within 
reasonable traveling distance of Durango. 
 
June 7:  Delta, CO 
June 20-22:  Santa Fe, NM 
June 21-22:  Colorado Springs, CO 
July 11-13:  Durango, CO 
August 7-10:  Rodeo Grounds at Buena Vista, CO 
 
For a complete list of shows, go to:  
www.rockngem.com/showdates.asp 

Upcoming Classes 
Stop by the Clubhouse to sign up for these classes.   
Payment is due on or before the first class session, unless 
otherwise noted.  Only paid students are guaranteed a seat.  
Contact the particular class instructor for payment 
arrangements.  See back page of newsletter for contact 
information. 
 
Chain Making 
Bob Danielson has an ongoing chain-making class each 
Tuesday night during Open Shop.  It typically takes 3 
classes to finish a project.  Cost is $25 and includes all 
chain making supplies.  Great class for gaining soldering 
experience.  
 
Beading Clutch 
The bead bunch, headed by Joanna Baker, meets on the 
third Wed. of each month at 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  This is a 
group of fellow beaders and jewelers sharing talents and 
ideas with each other in a non-class environment.  Come 
join them and bring your beading or jewelry project to 
work on.  Cost $2 regular shop use fee. 
 
Jewelry Making Class 
These classes will take place when a minimum of 4 students 
are signed up for each class.  Joanna Baker will be instructing 
the assembly of several different jewelry pieces, including a 
beaded eyeglass holder, headpin earrings, 2-strand bracelet, 
Christmas bead chain necklace, etc.   Costs vary and include 
all materials and supplies.  Class dates TBD. 
 
Wire Wrap Class 
The wire wrap class is currently full and will take place soon.  
If you’re interested in learning wire wrap, stop by the 
Clubhouse and sign up for the next available class.  We need 
6 to make each class which is typically held over two 
successive weeknights.  Cost is $30 and includes enough 
silver wire for two projects.  Class dates and instructor TBD. 
 
Beginning Silversmithing 
Ah!...finally.  The class everyone has been waiting for.  Peggy 
Maloney, professional art jeweler and silversmith instructor, 
will be teaching a basic silversmithing class on Wednesdays, 
May 14th thru June 11th, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  The cost is 
$145.00 which includes all materials and supplies to produce 
finished silver jewelry.  Club tools are available for use in the 
class at no extra charge.  Contact Peggy at 970-533-7443 for 
further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Dates Reminder 
Open Shop: Every Tues. & Thurs. 6:30 to 9:00 pm 
Sat. Open Shop: May 24, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Business Meeting:  1st Monday of the month 6:30 pm 
Program Meeting:  3rd Monday of the month 7:00 pm 
Field Trips:  See Schedule 
 

Annual 4-Corners Gem & Mineral Club Show  
Time Schedule 2008 
July 10 – Set Up – Starts at 8am 
July 11 – Open to Public – 11am to 6pm 
July 12 – Open to Public – 10am to 6pm 
July 13 – Open to Public – 10am to 5pm 
July 13 – Tear down & clean up – 5pm 
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Match Up Quiz 
 
Most metals come from an ore (a rock containing the metal).  
Numbers 1-10 are the ores and the letters are the metals.  
Can you match them correctly?  (Don’t peek at the answers 
until you’ve tried to figure it out.) 
 
1.  pitchblende  A.  tin 
2.  azurite  B.  mercury 
3.  hematite  C.  aluminum 
4.  cassiterite  D.  copper 
5.  pyrolusite  E.  silver 
6.  sphalerite  F.  radium (uraninite) 
7.  cinnabar  G.  zinc (blackjack) 
8.  galena  H.  manganese 
9.  bauxite  I.  lead 
10. argentite  J.  iron 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer to Brain Teaser in Last Issue 
(From AARP Nov/2007 issue.) 
 

           
Can you find all 23 triangles? 
The solution is to label each of the building block triangles 
(the smallest triangle elements). 
Building block triangles (9): a,b,c,d,e,f,g,h,i 
Triangles made up of multiple building block triangles (14): 
a+b, a+d, d+e, f+g, f+h, g+i, h+i, 
a+b+c, e+f+h, 
b+e+f+h, d+e+f+g, d+e+f+h, 
d+e+f+g+h+i 
a+b+c+d+e+f+g+h+i 
 
 
Clubhouse News 
A huge thanks goes to three members who made and 
installed the much needed handrails at the steps to the front 
door of the clubhouse.  Dave Claussen was the 
designer/creator, and Bob Danielson and Bill Birza poured 
the concrete footings and performed the installation.  Thanks 
guys – great improvement!

Correction 
Credit for all photos included in the February issue of this 
publication goes to Karin Kingsley. Great photos, Karin.  P 
lease excuse the oversight. 

 
Newsletter News 
The Brookside Pebble Newsletter is to be published on a bi-
monthly basis.  It is distributed as a PDF file to those 
receiving it by email.  Please let Jeanne know if you would 
like to receive your newsletter by email but are not doing so.  
Help us save postage and trees!   
 
Unless otherwise noted, materials from this publication may 
be reprinted.  Please give credit to the respective author and 
4CGMC Brookside Pebble. 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all contact information is listed on 
the back page of this publication. 
 
Editor’s Note 
All contributions to this publication are welcome.  Your 
submissions may be edited for punctuation, clarity, and 
space.  Email attachments in MS Word are appreciated so as 
to prevent retyping the information. 
 
Thanks to all of you who contributed to this issue! 
 

 
 

 

Answers to above quiz: 
1-F, 2-D, 3-J, 4-A, 5-H, 6-G, 7-B, 8-I, 9-C, 10-E 



  

Four Corners Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 955 

Durango, CO 81302 
 
President:  Joel Arnold  247-5140       joelrecuerdo@frontier.net 
Vice President:  Bob Danielson  385-1058       bnbdan@bresnan.net 
Secretary:  Joanna Baker  563-9908       bakermagicsugar@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:  Jeanne Peeters  247-8860       info@durangorocks.org 
Lapidary Lab Mgr.:  Bill Birza  247-0187      wcbirzzz@durangolive.net 
Field Trip Coordinator:  Scott Kadera     385-8993       info@kadera.com 
Show Chair:  Joanna Baker  563-9908       bakermagicsugar@yahoo.com 
Newsletter Co-editors: 
         Marie Wester          247-9648  jmwester@bresnan.net 
         Jeanne Peeters                 247-8860  info@durangorocks.org 
Directors:   
          Bill Birza           247-0187       wcbirzzz@durangolive.net 
   Dave Claussen             259-2148       medalema@frontier.net 
   Donell Deane             375-9401       donell@mydurango.net 

  Karl Jacobson                     385-6877       fireicestudio@earthlink.net 
  Karin Kingsley           588-2227      pubkings@earthlink.net 

   Marie Wester           247-9648  jmwester@bresnan.net
 

Affiliations:  The Rocky Mountain  Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS); The American 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 

 
 

The purpose of the Club is to promote the advancement 
and education of the Earth Sciences and Lapidary Arts, 
provide the means to display or exhibit specimens or 
materials, provide a forum where knowledge and ideas 
can be shared, and provide field trips for the education of 
club members. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
4-Corners Gem & Mineral Club 
P.O. Box 955 
Durango, CO 81302 
 

 
 

 


